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R. Joshua b. Levi did so, gathering his children and dependents and 
reading it before them. 


They do not read the Megillah before the sunrise [M. 2:4C], in line 
with that which is written, “[Now in the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s 
command and edict were about to be executed,] on the very day when 
the enemies of the Jews hoped to get the mastery over them, [but 
which had been changed to a day when the Jews should get the 
mastery over their foes]” (Est. 9:1). 


Nor do they perform a rite of circumcision [M. 2:4C]:” And on the 
eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised” (Lev. 12:3). 


Nor do they immerse [M. 2:4C]: “[And Eleazar the priest] shall dip 
[some of her blood with his finger,] and sprinkle [some of her blood 
toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times” (Num. 19:4). Just 
as sprinkling is by day, so dipping is by day. 


How do we know that sprinkling is by day? As it is written: “And the 
clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day and on 
the seventh day; thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he 
shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and at evening he 
shall be clean” (Num. 19:19). 


All those who are liable to immerse do so under ordinary 
circumstances by day, except for the menstruating woman and the 
woman after childbirth, who immerse only by night. 


A menstruating woman whose time had passed may immerse whether 
by day or by night [on the eighth or successive days, after the onset of 
her period]. 


R. Hiyya bar Ba explained the matter to the Tyrians: “A menstruating 
woman whose time had passed may immerse whether by day or by 
night.” 


There they say: Even if her time had passed, [she immerses only by 
night,] on account of her mother-in-law and daughter-in- law. [That is, 
the menstruating woman must wait until nightfall, so that the seven 
unclean days will have been completed. The night is the beginning of 
the eighth day, hence the first clean day. Now if the menstruating 
woman does it by day, her mother-in- law or daughter-in-law will 
follow her lead. They may not realize that it is her eighth day, not the 
seventh, and the relatives may immerse in the daytime on their seventh 
day. ] 


